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BOOK SURVEY

WHAT IS IT?
Book Survey is a guided strategy used
BEFORE, DURING and AFTER reading. This
technique is effective with both narrative
and informational text. (The example is
based on narrative text)

WHY USE IT?
• Establishes prior knowledge on the topic
of the students for the teacher.

About these bookmarks

• Creates interest in the reading.

Please enjoy the bookmarks included on
this page and on page 43-44. They are
meant to be cut out and put in your
teacher's edition as a reminder to you of the
strategies to enhance effective content area
reading. The two strategies included here
are pre-reading strategies: Book Survey and
PReP. If you are interested in an entire set
of bookmarks, please refer to the
publications order form on page 22. These
bookmarks are from the Content Area
Bookmarks II.
The bookmarks are designed to illustrate
for teachers how to put current research
into instructional practice. The goal is to
move students to independent selection of
the strategy or strategies that work best for
each student. Each of these strategies can
be used across all content areas.

• Helps with student understanding of the
reading.

HOW TO DO IT
Before Reading
• Survey the text and chapters.
• With students, make a list of questions.
• Make a list of predictions.
DURING READING
• Students keep a reading log each time
they read.
• Reading log should include what
happened, new information and insights,
what surprises were noted.
AFTER READING
• Teacher poses higher level questions that
relate to the reading.
• Students write a summary based on their
reading log notes.
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BOOK SURVEY

EXAMPLE
Name of book
Author
Before Reading
Survey the book: cover, chapters, headings,
summaries. Take notes.
2

Write 2 - 3 questions based on your survey of
the book.

3

Make two predictions about what you think will
happen.

4

List new vocabulary.

During Reading
Write a reading log. Include in the reading log:
date, amount of time read, pages read, and
reaction - what thoughts do you have about the
story? predictions?
2

Keep a reading log every time you read.

After Reading
Answer the following questions:
Why did the author choose the title of the book?
2

How important is ihe selling to the story?

3

Why did the protagonist act the way he/she did?

4

What was the most interesting information in
the story?

5

What can you personally learn from this story?

Summary
Write a half page to one page summary of the
story.
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PReP
PRE-READING PLAN

WHAT IS IT?
PReP is a strategy which asks students to
use his/her prior knowledge to build a
bridge to the new information and concepts.

WHY USE IT?
• Gives students a chance to access their
prior knowledge.
• Focuses student thinking on the topic.
• Extends student thinking prior to reading.
• Provides the teacher with information on
students' prior knowledge.
• Engages students in discussions about the
key concepts.

HOW TO DO IT
• Select a concept for learning.
• Ask students to brainstorm the concept to
be studied -- encourage broad thinking.
• List students' ideas on board, chart paper,
or transparency.
• Ask students to think about and explain
their idea(s) and what connection(s) they
see.
• Next, ask students to look at any new ideas
or insights they have from hearing other
ideas.
• Assign the reading.
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r--------------------7
• Have students add new ideas to the list
begun before the lesson.
• Assign a writing assignment to
summarize the ideas.

PReP
PRE-READING PLAN
EXAMPLES
Concept/Idea _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Prior Knowledge

New Knowledge

2

2

3

3

4

4

5

5

6

6

Brainstorming about _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Ideas/Concepts

Relevant
Yes
No

1
2
3

4
5

6

7
8

Tierney, R.J., Readence, J.E., & Dishner, E.K. (1990)
Reading Strategies & Practices.
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The Michigan Reading Association shall
comply with all federal laws and regulations prohibiting discrimination and with all
requirements and regulations ofthe state of
Michigan. It is the policy of the Michigan
Reading Association that no candidate or
applicant for a position or office in this organization shall, on the basis ofrace, color,
religion, national origin, creed or ancestry,
age sex, marital status, or disability, be discriminated against, excluded from
participation in, denied the benefits of, or
otherwise be subjected to discrimination in
any program or activityfor which the Michigan Reading Association is responsible.
The president of the Michigan Reading
Association, together with the Executive
Committee, shall ensure that federal and
state regulations are complied with and that
any complaints are dealt with promptly in
accordance with the law.
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